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4 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
On the morning of April 10, 125 girls left Campus Station to attend a day's session of the National League of Women 
Voters. 
Iowa State Women Attend Voters' Convention 
By ELEANOR MURRAY and JEANETTE BEYER 
IN JUNE, 1880, Carrie Lane r eceived her diploma from IQ,wa State College. 
This April, 43 years later, the National 
League of Women Voters, of which Car-
rie Lane Chapman Catt was the first 
president, held its fourth annual con· 
vention in Des Moines. Mrs. Catt was 
mainly responsible for the organization 
and development of the league. 
What would Mrs. Catt think, as she 
herself, unable to attend the convention, 
travels over the Andes on her way to 
Italy to take charge of the International 
Conference of women citizens at Rome, 
if she knew that 125 young women from 
her own alma mater attended an entire 
day's session of the Des Moines conven-
tion'? 
Two special interurbans left Campus 
station Tuesday, April 10 at 8:30 a. m . 
carrying the Ames delegation. After 
registering at the League headquarters 
in Hotel Ft. Des Moines, the girls went 
at once to the convention hall in the 
First Methodist church. The main floor 
was reserved for the delegates only and 
placards from the 48 states scattered 
over the auditorium were evidence that 
it was truly a national convention. The 
gallery was reserved for convention 
visitors, and here the girls sat during the 
morning and afternoon sessions. 
At six o'clock the girls gathered at 
Younker's Tea Room for dinner with the 
Ames alumni women in Des Moines. The 
A-M-E-S (feminine) quartette, a part of 
the delegation, supplied college atmos-
phere and created enthusiasm with pep-
PY songs. 
Mrs. F. Louis Slade, President of the 
Uew York State League, a guest at the 
Ames dinner, was introduced by Verna 
Hunter, President of the Women's Guild 
at Iowa State. 
"The League of women voters," said 
Mrs. Slade, "stands for better govern-
ment and for human government." In 
speaking of the work of the league she 
continued: "We have merely touched 
the surface. It is left for YOU to make 
this world what you want it to be. As 
Mrs. Catt used to say long ago, 'nothing 
is worth trying for unless it is impos· 
sible.' No matter how old you are, you 
college girls, you're always in school. 
There is always someone ahead who 
knows more than you do." 
"Remember Mrs. Catt, a graduate of 
your own institution. Remember the 
pioneers who couldn't be stopped," was 
Mrs. Slade's final challenge. 
After the banquet special street cars 
took the delegation to Hoyt Sherman 
Place where the evening meeting was 
held. In her president's address; Mrs. 
Maude Wood Park, president of the 
League, stated, "the National League of 
Women Voters is not a political party, 
but is a training school for women citi-
zens. We ·are neither reactionary nor 
radical, but are advancing straight along 
the road which means the advancement 
of our nation.'' 
Mrs. Park wished to emphasize the 
word energetic in the convention motto 
-"The most powerful factors in the 
world today are clear ideas in the minds 
of energetic men and women of good 
will." 
The main plank of the League's plat-
form as outlined by Mrs. Park is to bring 
about a reasonable increase in the voting 
percentage of the nation. "Elections are 
examinations by which our citizenship 
is tested," said Mrs. Park. "The presi-
dential election is the final examination 
What was your grade in the last final? 
Only forty-nine per cent of the possible 
vo:ers in the United· States voted in 
1922. Obviously less than half of the 
citizens of our nation did .their duty. 
This state of affairs indicates that we 
are not a democracy- we are ruled by 
a tiny minority. Success in government 
does not rest on the few who do great 
things but on the many who do small 
things." 
In concluding Mrs. Park stated: "ThP 
hope for the future of the League of 
Women Voters is not a group of expert 
voters who do remarkable things but an 
every woman's organization." 
The outcome of the day's expedition 
was a mass meeting in Agricultural hall 
a week later, attended by over 400 Iowa 
State women. At this meeting Miss Belle 
Sherwin, first vice president of the 
League, and Mrs. Charles H. Dietrich, di-
rector of the sixth region, told of the op-
portunities that a local organization 
would open to the women on the campus. 
Plans for a college league of women 
voters were practically completed and 
officers nominated for the new organi-
zation. Thus Iowa State has definitely 
linked herself with the women citizen of 
the nation. 
Little did the world guess in 1880 the 
work Carrie Lane was to do. Who 
knows what may come out of this junior 
league by 1966? 
WOMAN LEADERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES 
After a great deal of consideration and 
reseal'Ch the National League of Women 
Voters have listed the twelve women in 
the United States who have contributed 
most toward the betterment of the world. 
The list is as follows: 
Jane Addams _____________ Philanthropy 
Cecelia Beaux __ _______________ Painting 
Annie Jump Cannon ____ __ ___ Astronomy 
Carrie Chapman Catt_ ___ ________ Politics 
Anna Botsford C'omstock_Natural History 
Minnie Maddern Fiske ____________ stage 
Louise Homer __ _________________ Music 
Julia Lathrop ____________ Child Welfare 
Florence Rena Sabin __________ Anatomy 
M. Carey Thomas _____________ Education 
Martha Van Rensselaer, Home Economics 
Edith Wharton ______________ Literature 
